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NORANDA JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 
Statement by Member for Morley 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.58 pm]: The Noranda Junior Football Club 
was established in 1979. The inaugural president, Alan East, was instrumental in establishing the club. Sadly, he 
passed away in January this year. The club is based at Lightning Park in Noranda with two full-size playing fields. 
It is one of only a few venues able to accommodate night football with playing-standard lighting. Each year the 
club averages over 300 participants from preprimary to year 12, of which 99 per cent have been boys—until now. 
In 2017, the Noranda Hawks junior club was granted a women’s licence by the West Australian Football Commission 
to develop aspiring female footballers—the Noranda Hawkettes. The youth girls’ last season started with 10 girls and 
finished with 15, coached by Sarah Edwy-Smith. The younger group in Auskick had 11 participants. This year, 
the youth girl players have already commenced training with around 16 attending training. 

We are incredibly lucky to have the Lightning Park facility in our community. It is an outstanding sporting facility 
for local clubs shared by footy and T-ball. It was originally developed when the late John D’Orazio was Mayor of 
the City of Bayswater. The club’s facilities have hosted the finals in the East Perth District and the Central 
Conference competitions, along with the recent Kirby Bentley Cup, which is a round robin tournament for 
Aboriginal girls aged 13 to 15 years. 

I cannot talk about community sport without paying tribute to the parents and volunteers who make it all happen, 
many of whose kids have long since departed the club. Parent coaches, team managers, canteen volunteers and 
event organisers are all vital to the success of community sport and the parents of Noranda Hawkettes are no 
exception. It is their commitment and in particular that of president, Phil Clarke, that has seen this club successfully 
support girls footy. I will be training with the youth girls later this month, which I am very much looking forward 
to, although I cannot catch and I am an average thrower, so I do not expect to be invited back! Congratulations to 
the Noranda Hawkettes and the junior club for being one of the first local clubs to commit to girls’ footy in 
Western Australia. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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